CONGREGATION ETZ CHAIM

A Reform Jewish Congregation

MEMBERSHIP

WELCOME!  We're happy that you are interested in Congregation Etz Chaim.   We hope you will share in our worship services and the other religious, cultural, and social activities we offer.

HISTORY: Jews have lived in Merced since before the turn of the 20th century and a number formed a lay community early on with local businessman George Wolf leading services.  When Castle Air Force Base was open, the Jews of Merced worked with the Base to develop a shared community, and Rabbi David Greenberg of Temple Beth Israel in Fresno served as its spiritual leader when time permitted.  
In 1976, several young mothers who met each other during services at the Base, decided to embark upon a religious school for their children.  The school was held in a classroom at a local Church and commitment to develop a congregation in Merced began to take root.

In September 1977, the group of young parents publicized and held a Chicken Soup Social in hopes that people would come out and express interest in forming a congregation.  The party was well attended, and plans began moving forward rapidly.

The URJ—Union for Reform Judaism (then the UAHC) greeted us with open arms and encouragement.  Rabbi Morrie Hershman, then UAHC Director for our region, came to one of our very first board meetings, provided all the assistance we needed, and basically adopted us as one of his own, attending every Bar and Bat Mitzvah and at least one weekend a year until he retired.

By 1978 we were firmly ensconced as an official congregation, with a formal Board and our very first student Rabbi, Reuven Firestone, now one of the most outstanding professors at Hebrew Union College.

We have, in fact, launched the careers of many, many rabbis over the years and continue to do so.  Still a small, vibrant, congregation, we own a piece of property Northwest Merced which we hope some day to develop.  Merced has grown tremendously over the years, though the number of Jews moving to the area has only kept pace with the numbers moving out.  With the implementation of UC Merced, however, we know that Congregation Etz Chaim, our Merced Tree of Jewish Life that we have loved and nurtured for 30 years, will begin to bear beautiful, vibrant fruit.

TODAY:   We are still affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism, which is the association of Reform temples, and we are a patron of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, the seminary for Reform rabbis.  Our congregation consists of approximately 30 families.
Our congregation strives to serve Judaism and congregational members through worship services, Jewish education for children and adults, social and cultural activities, special experiences for all ages, and ceremonies involved in the cycle of life.
  
Congregation Etz Chaim is open to and includes interfaith families, converts and Jews from all religious backgrounds.  We have an active children’s education program for grammar school age kids.

OUR RELIGIOUS SERVICES:  We have services every Friday night at 7:30, often preceded by a potluck dinner at 6:30.  We also celebrate all major Jewish holidays and life cycle events.  Please check the Etz Chaim website at www.jewishmerced.org, or call the office at 209-772-0530 to confirm the service schedule.

OUR CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP: We employ the services of a student rabbi from the Hebrew Union College campus in Los Angeles.  Several of our members have attended the Union of Reform Judaism (URJ) Lay leadership program and volunteer their services to conduct worship and appropriate life cycle events, to educate children and adults in various aspects of Judaism and Hebrew, and cantorial services through out the year. We have representation on the Regional Board of the URJ.  Our own board of directors, elected at our Annual May Membership Meeting, conducts the business affairs of the congregation.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A MEMBER?  As a member of Congregation Etz Chaim, you will become part of a warm and supportive extended Jewish family that will provide you and your family a Jewish home in Merced. Thanks to a talented and dedicated membership, we are able to offer Religious and Hebrew classes, Holiday Celebrations, Adult Education classes, Religious Services, Life Cycle events, and various other activities and celebrations throughout the year.  

HOW IS OUR CONGREGATION SUPPORTED?  The congregation is supported by the collection of an annual financial commitment from its members.  You will find our commitment very reasonable, and we do not have mandatory building fund contributions or High Holy Days fees. 

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT:  The congregation has a flat dues structure of $500 per family household.  Dues are for a one-year period and are based on the congregation's fiscal year, which begins July 1 and ends June 30.  Your financial commitment is due and payable in advance monthly, quarterly, semiannually, or annually. Anyone unable to meet the dues requirement should contact the Treasurer or President for confidential consideration.

RELIGIOUS AND HEBREW SCHOOL FEES: Religious School starts with Family Education for preschoolers, Religious School for kindergarten and up, and Hebrew School starts at fourth grade and includes Bar/Bat Mitzvah training.  The fee schedule is determined annually, based on projected cost, but is fundamentally underwritten by our dues. 

Participation in Religious School, Hebrew School, Youth Group, and the celebration of Life Cycle events are privileges of membership and are not available to the unaffiliated even on a fee basis.  

SPECIAL FUNDS

Congregation Etz Chaim maintains several special funds for specific purposes outside of general operating expenses.  When you make a donation—for a special event, for a yahrzeit, to honor someone or something—you may designate that it go to one of the following:

BUILDING FUND: Congregation Etz Chaim owns a plot of undeveloped land in north Merced near the University of California Merced campus in an area destined for rapid growth in the near future.  The next logical step is to aim for building our own temple.  To this end, we have established a Building Fund to which members contribute.  Through the generosity of our members, we hope Temple Etz Chaim will become a reality.

CAMPERSHIP FUND: We have many children who would like to attend Camp Newman, the URJ summer camp in Santa Rosa.  Making a donation to this important scholarship fund ensures that our local kids have the opportunity to spend summers learning and celebrating their Jewish heritage and making friends and memories that will last a lifetime.  This fund is also supported through your Amazon.com purchases made through the congregational website and your use of the Raleys grocery and Save Mart grocery script cards.  If you would like to request a card please check the appropriate boxes at the end of your application form.

LIBRARY FUND: Congregation Etz Chaim has an extensive library of Jewish books dealing with almost any topic imaginable.  These books are available to all members to check out.  This library is only available because of donations.  Please donate and help us to grow this important resource—and please make use of it!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
To:   
The Board of Directors


Congregation Etz Chaim


P.O. Box 3752


Merced, CA 95344


I hereby make application for membership in Congregation Etz Chaim.

I will abide by the bylaws and other regulations of Congregation Etz Chaim.

I pledge dues to Congregation Etz Chaim for one year in the amount of $_______.  I would prefer to pay dues in advance (circle one):


a) Annually


b) Semi-annually


c) Quarterly


d) Monthly  

I herewith submit my first dues contribution in the amount of $________.

I wish to enroll ____ child(ren) in Religious School and _____ child(ren) in Hebrew School.

____________________________________________



__________

Signature of Applicant







Date

____________________________________________



___________

Signature of Spouse








Date

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAIM

FAMILY RECORD

Name___________________________________________  Date of Birth __________________

Home Address_____________________________________Home Phone__________________

City_________________ State_____ Zip Code___________ E-Mail ______________________

Place of Employment________________________________Work Phone _____________

Marital Status: 
Single______
   Married________
Divorced_______




Separated ______ 
Widowed_______


Spouse's Name ____________________________________ Date of Birth________________

Place of Employment _______________________________ Work Phone _______________


E-Mail _________________________________    

Children:




Date of Birth
      Religious. School?
   Hebrew?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Yahrzeits




Relationship 



Date 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

CONGREGATIONAL INVOLVEMENT

We are always interested in knowing what our members would like the congregation to provide.  Below is a list of congregational activities.  Please place a check beside any that interest you.  If you have an area of interest not listed, please add it--we're always looking for new ideas.  

___
Religious School 

___
Adult Program  

___
Membership

___
Budget/Finance

___
Oneg Coordination

___
Long-range Planning

___
Fund Raising

___
Social Activities

___
Religious Practices

___
Music

___
Newsletter

___
Gift Shop

___
Phone Committee

___
Sunshine/Tribute

___
Social Action

___
Congregation Cookbook

___ 
Torah Study

I would like to support the congregational campership fund by requesting a script card from the following grocery stores:  (More than one is allowed)

____Raleys

____Save Mart  

_____ # of cards requested and names on them.  (for Save Mart only)

1. ______________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________

