
Notes from our President 

    The Maggid 
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Upcoming Events 
 
2/1 6:00 pm  
Board Meeting  
via ZOOM 
 
2/6 9:00 am 
Walk and Talk 
(and trash pick up) 
Meet at the  
Raley’s Parking Lot,  
by the Chevron Station 
 
2/10 7:00 pm 
Game Night! 
Zoom link will be provided 
via email 
 
2/12 6:30 pm  
Friday Night, Lay Led 
Kabbalat Shabbat  
Services  
Via ZOOM 
 
2/25 4:00 pm Sh’lach Manot 
Distanced Social 
Chavurah House  
(Bring your own  
Beverages) 
 
2/25 6:30 pm ZOOM    Pu-
rim Spiel and email 
Hamantaschen Bakeoff  Vot-
ing 
 
2/26  
Friday Night,  
Kabbalat Shabbat  
Services  
Link will be provided via 
email. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1  

C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M  

Hello friends, 
 

We are bearing down on one whole year since our lives were 
changed so drama cally.  I never thought it would take this long           
for us to be able to meet in person safely, but it has, and we will                
con nue to meet virtually and at a distance as long as  it takes           
un l we are able to congregate together safely. I hope we are all 
able to get vaccinated soon, which should slow the spread of this 
deadly virus.  
 

I have been in touch with the HUC about  the feasibility of us            
being able to return to hos ng a student Rabbi for next year.  We 
are very hopeful that we will be able to return to hos ng Services 
and events which we can a end together in person. 
 

Our Chavurah House has been ge ng spruced up by some of                 
our congrega on volunteers; we planted trees and flowers in                 
celebra on of Tu B Sh’vat and the yard is looking quite beau ful. 
 

On February 25th we will celebrate Purim, an entertaining                       
Jewish holiday that commemorates the Jewish people of Persia                 
being saved by a courageous woman named Esther. Our annual 
Hamantaschen tas ng contest will be a li le different this year…  
We invite our Hamantaschen bakers to bring their Hamantaschen   
to the Chavurah House on Saturday, February 25th at 3:30 - to                
give us me to create ‘sh’lach manot’ Hamantaschen bags for           
each family to take home with them. We will post pictures of the 
Hamantaschen to vote on as we join Congrega on Kol Ami’s                      
virtual Purim Spiel / celebra on, spin our groggers and eat our  
Hamantaschen. You must REGISTER in advance to par cipate in           
the ZOOM Spiel. See the flyer for more details. 
 

Please stay safe and reach out to one another. 

Carol 



Ruth Wax and Rachel Hadley  
planting the dwarf Meyer Lemon tree. 

C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M  

We had a lovely little Tu B’Shvat celebration in the back yard of the Chavurah house! 
We planted a dwarf Myer Lemon Tree, we celebrated Linda Anne’s birthday, ate nuts and fruit, and 
chocolate cake. 
We sang a MiSheBerach for those in our community in need of healing, and did some miscellaneous yard 
work. 
The back yard is looking very spring like with the camelia blooming, daffodils popping up around our 
pomegranate tree, and other bulbs popping up around the fire pit and by the evergreen. 

Tu B’Shvat 2021 

Belinda Braunstein  
singing Happy Birthday  

Carol Madruga and Rachel Hadley  
admiring the newly planted  
crepe myrtle bush in the front yard 

Rachel Hadley, Belinda Braunstein, Linda Anne 
Rebhun, Sheryl Wight and Carol Madruga in the 
front yard, looking at the empty expanse where 
the Agapanthus used to be. 

Rachel Hadley, Lyra and Cathy Hofmann and  
Linda Anne Rebhun admiring the new sheds 

If you like word games, join us for an online Game Night via ZOOM!  
Enter the zoom link: nyurl.com/Belindaszoom on your Computer (don’t use your phone). 

If you have any ques ons, call Belinda at 805 341-0284  

Carol Madruga, Ruth Wax and 
Rachel Hadley admiring the 
newly planted lemon tree. 



Save the Dates  
2/6 9:00 am Monthly Walk and Talk—Meet at the Raley’s Parking Lot, behind the Chevron Sta on 

2/10 7:00 pm Game Night! - Zoom link will be provided via email. 

2/12 6:30 pm Lay led Zoom Shabbat  -  Logon details will be provided via email 

2/25 4:00 pm  Annual Hamentaschen Bakeoff / Sh’lach Manot / Distanced Social / Zoom Purim Spiel 

2/26 Zoom Shabbat   -  Logon details will be provided via email 

3/12 6:30 pm Lay led Zoom Shabbat  -  Logon details will be provided via email 

3/27 or 3/28 Zoom Passover Seder   -  Logon details will be provided via email 

4/16 6:00 pm Distance Shabbat Dinner - Chavurah House pa o  

4/30 Zoom Shabbat   -  Logon details will be provided via email 

 Tributes 
Anytime you are celebrating a special event, let us share in your joy. 
We welcome tributes in honor or in memory of loved ones, births, 
weddings, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, and honoring special events. 

      Send your Tributes to PO Box 3752 Merced CA 95344 

 
Sara Jane Victor - in loving memory of her Husband Marty Victor 
Ardene Shaeffer -  in loving memory of her Aunt Muriel Goldstein Gobler 
Ardene Shaeffer -  in loving memory of her Mother Muriel Katz Gobler 
Ardene Shaeffer -  in loving memory of Jeffrey Gobler 
Rachel Hadley -  in loving memory of her Grandfather Ernest Hadley  
Ira Blatt  - in loving memory of his parents, Seymour and Sylvia Blatt 
 
 
 

C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M  

            May their memories be a blessing                  זכרונם  לברכה   

Fun Links 
Jewish Humor Central: 

Some of the links are funny, this particular one is not funny, but really interesting, and made me proud. 
http://www.jewishhumorcentral.com/2021/01/jews-in-sports-honored-by-genesis-prize.html 

 
 

Please send any links you think would be fun to share, to Carol Madruga or Rachel Hadley 



In 2010 student Rabbi Ahuvah Zaches joined Congrega on 
Etz Chaim, bringing a new perspec ve to our li le          
community. Those of us who recall her as shy and             
reluctant to take the lead, will be glad to see that she has 
blossomed into a powerhouse of  innova ve song and 
leadership!  
 

Rabbi Ahuva received her Master of Arts in Hebrew Le ers 
and Rabbinic Ordina on from Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Ins tute for Religion in Los Angeles. As a rabbinical 
student, she received a number of awards for excellence                       
in teaching, wri ng on topics in Jewish ethics, and          
achievements in the field of rabbinic literature. Her                    
innova ve prayers and original songs not only bring a           
fresh sense of spirituality to Shabbat services at Or Ami, 
but have also been published both in print and online,               
including in the CCAR’s Mishkan HaNefesh for Youth, the 
CCAR’s Mishkan Ga’avah: Where Pride Dwells, and the 
Women of Reform Judaism’s book, Covenant of the Gener-
a ons, as well as on websites such as  
MyJewishLearning.com and Ritualwell.org.  
 

Rabbi Ahuva joined Congrega on Or Ami in Richmond,  Virginia, and they find her to be a                         
passionate Jewish educator and spiritual guide who strives to inspire people of all ages and                   
backgrounds through high quality Jewish learning and engagement. She is dedicated to building a 
vibrant, sacred community by leading crea ve, musical services with brief, relatable sermons for 
Shabbat and holidays. She also provides original and accessible educa onal programming for                 
children and adults, and collaborates with lay leaders on new and ongoing social jus ce projects 
that help to repair and heal this world. She regularly counsels congregants, visits the sick, officiates 
at life cycle events, and takes an ac ve role in Richmond’s Jewish and interfaith communi es.  
 

Rabbi Ahuva also created an online series called Prayer-eoke (h ps://www.youtube.com/user/
TheUTubeRabbi), which is a Karaoke-style program for learning Hebrew prayers, designed to help 
anyone master the tradi onal Hebrew prayers and feel more comfortable at Jewish prayer services. 
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Welcome to the latest installment of our new feature!  
Congregation Etz Chaim has been privileged to host many Rabbinical Students through the years. We 
almost always get a Student Rabbi in their second year of Rabbinical School, right after they come back 
from their year in Israel. The Student Rabbis always bring something new to us, and we strive to provide 
them with a diving board into their future as Ordained Rabbis. We thought it would be fun to research to 
find out where our Student Rabbis are today. 
 
We are very pleased to highlight another of our many outstanding Student Rabbis, Ahuva Zaches 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 



Sylvia Ruth (Cohen) Mason was raised in Schenectady, NY in a Jewish household with one brother, 
Ben.  She a ended Smith College in Massachuse s, majoring in mathema cs.  A er Smith, she 
worked in Cambridge, MA for a year doing “very early” computer programming, which included  
u lizing 5081 cards.  Is anyone “mature enough” to know what those are? 
Sylvia a ended the University of Wisconsin to seek a PhD in math, which she did not earn.   She met 
and eventually married Bill Mason and moved to New Jersey where he was teaching math.  During 
this me, their son Alan, who is currently an administra ve judge in Sacramento, was born.  Bill 
wanted a change so they decided to move to Mariposa County (Hunter’s Valley to be precise), 
where Bill’s parents were living.   
In Hunter’s Valley, there was a second cabin on the property where they lived.  This property was 
off the electric grid.  This was quite a change for Sylvia, who had previously never lived more than a 
block or so from a supermarket.  
A er 9 years in Hunter’s Valley, they moved to Hornitos in a “real” house with electricity. At this 

me, Bill worked in so ware development.  A er 16 years in Hornitos, they moved to Merced, and 
s ll inhabit the house they bought upon their move here.  
Sylvia has been involved with Etz Chaim since she lived in Hunter’s Valley, but can’t recall              
specifically how she found out about the congrega on.  She feels that Etz Chaim is her main contact 
with Judaism, as well as the source for most of her Merced friends. Sylvia s ll has a few friends here 
in town, although they are not involved with our congrega on.  
Let’s take a look at a few fascina ng facts regarding Sylvia: 
*Her parents were married by Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, who is the father of Reconstruc onist            
Judaism.  She has her parents’ wedding Bible with the rabbi’s signature in it.  
*Sylvia’s hobbies are Sudoku and daily crossword puzzles. She feels that she is a decent cook, but 
she rarely bakes.  She would love for her house to be neat and clean but she says “it isn’t.”  
*Sylvia is allergic to walnuts and pecans.   
*She dreams in color. 
*Sylvia feels that she hasn’t done that much interes ng travel.  She has visited rela ves in the 
Washington, DC area and Space Coast Florida.  One summer she took an “If this is Tuesday, It Must 
be Belgium” tour of Europe. 
*If she could have one special skill or talent, Sylvia wishes that she could sing reasonably well.  
*Her “stupid human trick” (referencing Late Night with David Le erman) aka “party skill” is that she 
can say the English alphabet backwards in under 12 seconds! 
 
 

Thank you Sylvia, for sharing some per nent facts about your life  
and le ng us get to you know you a li le be er!    

C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M  

Welcome to the latest installment of our Spotlight on Members feature!  
Congregation Etz Chaim has been incorporated in Merced for over 40 years, and we are enjoying getting 
to know our members, even better. 

Spotlight on our Members Sheryl Wight 



Sweet Noodle Kugel 
1 lb. extra wide noodles 
1 12 oz. container cottage cheese 
2 eggs 
1 cup sour cream 
1 cup sugar 
1 tsp cinnamon  
1/2 stick melted butter  
Salt to taste 
 
 

Topping: 
3 cup crushed plain cornflakes 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 tsp cinnamon 
1 stick melted butter 
 

Cook noodles in boiling water until al dente. In a large bowl combine eggs, 
cottage cheese, sour cream, butter sugar, salt and cinnamon. Add cooked 
noodles and combine. Pour into large baking pan.  
Mix all topping ingredients together and spread evenly over top of the   
Kugel mixture.  
 
 

Bake at 350* F for 45-60 minutes.  
 
 

The Kugel can be prepared and kept in the refrigerator up to 24 hours     
before baking.     
Leftovers (if there are any) can be frozen if covered well.  

C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M  

Welcome to another new feature!  
Food connects us with our past. In fact, food in some cases can be our last and deepest connection to the 
past. What is the taste of home? Can our memories be captured in a single bite? After all, who can forget 
Nanny’s brisket, or Bubbe’s babka, the kugel of a favorite aunt, or the deliciously rich chicken and matzo 
ball soup served every Friday night? 
The foods we enjoy today have come to us from countries, and cuisines, around the world, from Central 
and Eastern Europe: Poland, Russia, Austria, Romania, Hungary, Germany, Italy, to China, Japan, India, 
Thailand, the Middle East, and all of the many places that brought people to our shores. The soul of our 
cuisine lies in the journey that these foods, and the people who brought them, have taken. Our food is a 
product of migration.  
Food connects us to our heritage, and to each other. We are the caretakers of traditions old and new with 
delicious recipes that can be shared. Whether it be our Grandma’s recipe, or simply your favorite recipe, I 
hope that you will share a recipe with us, so that we can print it in a future maggid issue. 
 

This first recipe comes from Ruth Wax, who generously shared the recipe for her Aunt Joni’s Sweet  
Noodle Kugel, which as anyone who ever tasted it knows “it’s the best ever.”  

WHAT’S COOKING! Judith Salzberg 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register now: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcucu6rqzwtHNOcMNs9RfXUj5rZWK8XVTr_ 

 

to Join Rabbi Max Chaiken and Congregation Kol Ami to celebrate 
A BILLY JOEL PURIM on Zoom: 

 

Thursday, February 25th at 6:30 PM 
 
  

We’ll meet at the Chavurah House between 4:00 and 6:00 PM 
where we can schmooze with our World Famous Hamantaschen Bakers 

and pick up some fresh baked Hamantaschen 
  

Then grab a grogger, go home, put on a mask, 
a fun hat, and/ or a costume and have some fun 

as we watch and listen as they read from the Megillah, 
sing silly songs, and celebrate Purim together on line at 6:30 

 
Don’t forget to vote for your favorite Hamantaschen 

via email to cookielu52@sbcglobal.net 

C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M  



 
 
 

Let’s meet monthly for a  
Walk and Talk, 

and pick up trash we find along the way. 
We’ll start this month’s Walk and Talk  

on Saturday, February 6th 
at 9:00 AM,  

in the Raley’s Parking Lot, 
 behind the Chevron Sta on  

(corner of G and Yosemite Ave) 
We’ll meet up there, 

walk towards El Portal Rd, 
and circle back. 

 
 

Please bring a garbage bag and gloves,  
and wear comfortable walking shoes, 

sunglasses and a hat. 
 

Please call Carol Madruga for more informa on. 
 

C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M  



Congregation Etz Chaim 
P O Box 3752 Merced CA 
95344 

www.Jewishmerced.org 

Amy Colnic  2/11 
Roseanna Jolly Davis 2/27 
Carol Davis  2/29 

Dave Colnic 3/4 
John Hofmann 3/12 
Mary Hofmann 3/16 
Liesl Schwartz 3/16 
Jus n Atkins 3/19 
Natalie Wight 3/20 
Debra Kleitman 3/29 

Upcoming 
 Birthdays 

Lillian Bauman 
Louis Dake 
Gertrude Davis 
Bernard Gobler 
David Gregory 
Brenda Hatcher 
Frances Katz 
William Katz  
Stephen Leonard 
Ignacy Lieberman 
Sam Litowsky 
Joseph Matlin 
Michael Rosenbaum 
Adam Schroeder 
Gerald Shainberg 
Morris Shapiro 
Syl Wachs 
Rose Zwillinger 

March 
Yahrtzeits 

C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M

זכרונם  לברכה                   
May their memories be a blessing 

Seymour Bla  
Sylvia Bla  
Lothar Brodman 
Anna Brodofsky 
Muriel Goldstein Gobler 
Ernest Hadley  
Albert Kalmus 
Andrew Rebhun 
Gilda Robinson 
Lloyd Robinson 
Sam Robinson 
Norman Silva 
Sidney Zweig  
Esther Wax

February  
Yahrtzeits 


